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THE GRAND UNION CANAL WALK
This walk incorporates the local features of the Leicestershire
Section of the Grand Union Canal.

Starting from the Old Green, (12 on map) head downhill and take
thebridleroad, Broad Lane. Soon theremains of thelevel-crossing
of the abandoned L ondon and North Western Railway branch from
Rugby to Peterborough will be seen. Immediately beyond isBridge
46, which spans the canal. From the bridge top there is a superb
view of the wooded cutting leading to Husbands Bosworth canal
tunnel.

Take the path here, down to the canal towpath, under the bridge
andfollow thisto thetunnel portal. The dates 1813 and 1924 show
when thetunnel was built and when the portal wasrebuilt. Although
the official sign says the tunnel has a length of 1170 yards, the
eagle-eyed will see the original stone with the accurate length of
1166 yards, 2 feet.

Bosworth Tunnel
Eastern Portal 4

Itispossibleto view the canal from the portal top by following the
towpath which continues at a higher level between the canal and
the railway. The railway continues to converge on the line of the
canal and at the point where the towpath crosses the railway by a
three-arched bridge, the canal tunnel is directly below you and the
trackbed!

In ashort while the main Leicester road (A5199) isreached. The
towpath continues ahead, over the hill to thetunnel’sother entrance.
To the right are the spoil heaps created by the construction of the
tunnel. Originally thistrack enabled the canal horsesto bewalked
overland from one end of the tunnel to the other, whilst the boats
would have been ‘legged’ through by the male crew members.

Return to the village by turning left along the A5199 and up the
hill, keepingleft. Turn left onto Dag Lane, immediately after Fernie
Court, back to the Towpath Walk start point at the Old Green.
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Refreshments

Bar-snacks, lunches and evening meals are avail able most days at
The Bell Inn, Kilworth Road, (tel: 01858 880246). Sandwiches,
light refreshments and breverages are available at the High Street
Post Office & Store, (tel: 01858 880201).

The Wharf Inn, near Welford, two miles south of Husbands
Bosworth village, is in Husbands Bosworth Parish. They have a
full bar and restaurant service, (tel: 01858 575075).

L ocal accommodation

Mrs. J. Smith Mrs. C. Goffe

Croft FaamB & B Honeypot LaneB & B
Husband Bosworth Husbands Bosworth
LE17 6NW LE17 6LY

01858 880679 01858 880836

The Old Hall Bed & Breakfast TheWharf Inn
The Old Hall Welford Wharf
Husbands Bosworth Welford
LE176LZ NN6 6JQ

01858 880833 01858 575075

Village Sore

Husbands Bosworth is fortunate in possessing a village store and
Post Office, where awiderange of groceries, household requisites
and refreshments can be obtained.

Shop hoursof businessare:

Monday - Saturday 5.30am - 7.30pm

Sunday 6.00am - 4.30pm

Post Office:

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri. 9.00am - 5.30pm

Wednesday & Saturday 9.00am - 12.30pm

Husbands Bosworth Historical Society
The Society holds a vast archive of old photographs, other
documents and artefacts relating to the village and village life.
Contact the Society Archivist, Melvyn Forman (01858) 880281or
e-mail: m.forman@talk21.com for moreinformation.

The North Leicester

z %
3

Husbands

44 %304 Bosworth

3 mHistorical

Society, supported by Husbands Boswor th Parish Council, local

businesses and the Resear ch Fund of L eicester shire Archaeological
and Historical Society
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HUSBANDS
BOSWORTH

South Lelcestershire

Historic Village Trail
&
Canal Towpath Walk

Wheatsheaf House

Husbands Bosworth
Historical Society



(10) Take the small footpath adjacent to Fernie Court. Thisis Dag
Lane and marks the original outer boundary of the village. Dog,
Dag or Dug Lane isacommon name for small paths and roadsin
this part of Leicestershire. The origin isunclear - it might be that,
likethe proverbial dog'sleg, the pathswere bent or it might bethey
were‘dug’ to mark the boundary between thevillageand fields.

(11) Where the path turns sharp right, pause to enjoy the extensive
views of the Welland valley grazing meadows and the Laughton
Hills. On the skylineisthe spire of Theddingworth Church.

The path emerges at the top of Broad Lane, the bridle road to
Mowsley - the starting point of the Towpath Walk.

(12) To theright can be seen asmall areaof grassdominated by an
oak tree, planted to commemorate the coronation of King Edward
VIl in 1902. This is the Old Green, the traditional centre of the
village. It was probably much larger before building encroached.

(13) Just below the green, on Honeypot Lane is The Old House.
Look carefully at the front of the house which has timber framing
filled in with narrow handmade bricks. Therewere several clay pits
inthevillage and the older bricks may have been madelocally. The
T B D and the date 1712 mark the year when the house was
modernised for Thomas Blakesley and Diana, hiswife. The house
is certainly older than this. You can see the line, above the timber
frame, where the roof wasraised.

(14) Onyour leftisThe Homestead. Onceafarmhouse, it wasowned
by the Marsh family until 1979. They farmed in the parish for 145
years, were stalwart villagersand served as churchwardensfor many
decades.

The core of the Historical Society’s extensive Archive Collection
wasdonated by the MissesMarsh, who seldom threw away anything,
no matter how insignificant or trivial! God bless’em!
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The Homestead

(21) On the comer of Butt Laneisabrick house with the date 1738
andtheinitialsT G onthe gableend wall. Thiswas once abakehouse
and theTilley family baked bread herefor nearly one hundred years.
Oneof theTilley families consisted of 7 sonsand 5 daughtersand so
nearly reached a Baker's Dozen! Next door to this house was the
village smithy, now converted to a dwelling but once the meeting
point for the men of the village. You could always pick up the latest
gossip, warm yourself at the forge and watch the world walk or trot
slowly past on the road!

(22) Themain street wasthe‘ commercial’ part of thevillage. At one
time there were two bakers, two butchers, four grocers (including a
small branch of Market Harborough Co-op), a draper, saddler,
blacksmith and off licence as well as the Post Office, a tailor and
three public houses! There was also a carpenter and builder, who
also provided undertaking servicesand cess-pit emptying servicesto
thevillage!

(23) Today The Bell Inn isthe one surviving pub in the village. At
onetime there were seven inns or ale housesin the parish. The Red
Lion, 34 High Street, wasthe meeting placefor thevillage Oddfellows
Society and The Cherry Treenn stood wherethe entranceto Cherry
Tree Close is today. The Graziers Arms, 30 High Street, has long
ceased to serve alebut it still sportsthe sign Phipps & Co, Alesand
Souts, Northampton painted on the brickwork.

Vine House

(24) The stoutly built houses on High Street arein awide variety of
styles. Number 29 was the village's original Methodist place of
worship, whilst 19 High Street, Vine House, was once the home of
Harry Cross and his son Dick, the villager carrier. He operated a
regular transport service of goods and passengers to Market
Harborough and L utterworth, and Leicester on Market Day, which
continued until motor buseswereintroduced.

A few hundred yards further on is the Village Green where the
trail started. We hope you have enjoyed your walk!

(15) The attractive name of Honeypot Lane may refer to the rich
farmland hereabouts! The White House, one of the village's 18"
century farmhouses, was renamed Railway Farm when the holding
wasdliced intwo by therailway. Vestiges of thelimewash that gave
the building its original name survive in the brickwork on the
frontage. The coloured brick headers make an attractive pattern, a
feature of many buildingsin this part of the village. Next door is
Honeypot Farm, which isthe last remaining working farm within
thevillage.

(16) At the corner of Church Street is a brick and slate building
with large, high, iron-framed windows, which was once housed a
small factory making specialised shoes. At onetimeit wasaschool
room. Further along on the right hand side of the road is an old
pump. This pumped water from Judy's Well, which is under the
sunken areain the small layby and wasthe last public pumpin the
village. Mains water was not connected to the village until 1956.
Before then everyone relied on a clutch of wells and pumps, of
whichtherewereat least 45! Old mapsheldinthe Society’sArchive
show Honeypot LaneasWell Lane.

(17) At thefar end of Honeypot Lane are two cottages built by the
Turvilles of Bosworth Hall in 1873. Their family crest is set into
the brickwork under the dormer windows. The end cottage wasthe
head gardener’s house and next door was the laundry. On the
opposite side of the main road, hidden by the treesis &t. Mary’s
Roman Cathalic church, built in the grounds of Bosworth Hall in
1873.

The Bosworth Witches

In 1616 nine Bosworth women were executed as witches in
L eicester. The grandson of Erasmus Smith, then living at the Hall,
suffered from what was probably epilepsy. The aillment was little
understood at the time and the women were accused of causing the
fitsby witchcraft and evil spells. They were convicted at L el cester
Assizes and hanged. The boy's fits continued and a further six
women were arrested. King James | was visiting Leicester at this
time and he examined the boy himself and took justiceinto hisown
hands and five women werereleased, one having died in gaol.

Retraceyour stepsand turn up Church Sreet. Hereareavariety
of properties, mostly built of hand-made brick.

(18) The Parish Church of All Saints dates from the 12" or early
13" century. The broach spireis 14" century and was badly damaged
when struck by lightning in 1755. The porch is dated 1746 and is
noted for thetwo sundialsincorporated into the gable. The church
clock wasrestored in 1983 by Geoff Armitage, avillageresident. A
particular featureisthe churchyard with itsfine array of Swithland
slate gravestones. To theright of the porch isasmall doorway, now
blocked up. Behind is the vestry, the site of the origina village
‘grammar’ school held here between 1707 and 1820. There are
records of complaints of noisy children
playing and shouting - nothing changes!

(19) From the graveyard can be seen the
Victorianlodge cottage of Bosworth Hall. The
Hall, whichisaprivate residence, standson
the site of one of the original Manors of the
village. The Hall has been a centre of
Catholicism for many centuries, ever since
Grace, widow of Sir Francis Fortescue came
toliveherein 1635.

(20) Butt Lanerecallsthedayswhenthemen
of Bosworth practised archery each Sunday,
asthey wererequired to do by the Statutes of
the Realm. The defence of England then depended on the skill of
its archers and every man who could draw a bow was expected to
keep in practice at the village butts.

All of aquiver

A zealous steward of the Manor once attempted to fineall themen
in the village two pence each for ‘not shooting according to the
Statutes'. However, by then the practice had died out and although
the records do not tell us the outcome we suspect that the shrewd
men of Bosworth did not pay up!




